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Colleges and universities are inextricably woven into the
communities in which they live, and their actions are
impartant to the environmental health of the broader
saciety. As a leading public Ter One research university in
the state of Texas, the University of Houston has the
potential to expand its water conservation efforts and
strengthen its performance and reputation in sustainabili
Iy effarts.

Water covers two-thirds of the Earth's surface, wet only
2.5% of it is freshwater, most of which is locked up in
glaciers and icecaps. 4s a society, we utilize freshwater in
crop cultivation, industrial processes and everyday housa
hold practices, but because mumcipally treated freshwa-
ter is very inexpensive, people often ignore the implica-
tions of wasting it.

Conservation is a cost-effective means of securing future
water supphes in Houston, and public awareness 15 neces-
sary to increase people™s knowledge of water resources,
water use and the need to conserve water. Research has
shown that the more people know about their water
resources, the more likely they are to participate in water
conservation programs, The responsibility for ensunng a
sustainable water future lies with the community as a
whole; everyone has a role to play. Thus, education,
outreach and public awareness are essential prerequisites
to the successful adoption and implementations of conser
vation practices in a university’s water management
system.
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For Facilities Services employees:

When implementing a water conservation education
program, it is important to establish good relationships
and an understanding among faculty and staff. Building
water conservation awareness and education among
EMpRoyess saves not Z:II'|.':,' water |:l|.]'. Z:"|:"|.:‘I.-I|.il2.l'l-:'.|. and
production casts; educated emplovees will be able to
identify problems before they exacerbate and think inng-
vatively about ways to conserve water within the facility.

Steps to build conservation awareness among emplovees:

1. Adopt a water conservation policy or incorporate
water conservation practices into the official standard
operation procedures.

2. Conduct regular water audits. Audits conducted regu-
larly can inform water providers and end users systematic
ways to improve or eliminate water lost to leaks and agin-
ing equipment, appliances and infrastructure,

3. Offer educational material and advanced training
opportunities for facility managers and staff leaders.
Available upon request, the Texas Water Development
Board offers professional development workshops on

topics of water resources and water conservation.
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For the general campus community:

t is important to emphasize the importance of water conservation in the
home, in school and in the community at large. Strong relationships must
be developed and nurtured within the university to ensure the sucoessiul
integration of conservation ethics in traditional and non-traditional educa-
tion efforts.

The American Water Works Association Research Foundation describes ten
general steps to desianing and implementing an effective public imvolve
ment program. In this context, these ten steps can be catered to water

conservation efforts,

1. Frame the problem

2. Identify constraints

3. ldentity and describe decision steps and project milestones

4, ldentify and understand potentially affected stakeholders

5. Determine vulnerability and must-resclve issues

6. Determine the appropriate level of public invalvement

7. Select processes & techniques appropriate to achieve the first six steps
&. Develop a public involvement plan using information from step 7

2. Implement and monitor the work plan

10. Manage change

uhwater.weebly.com




Developing an on-campus water conservation education
program depend on critical factors like shared aims,
accountability, good information sharing and commun
cation. Interdepartmental collaborations are crucial to
the success of the program.

Steps to increase conservation awareness among the
campus community include:

1. Collaborate with the UH 5chool of Art, Gerald D. Hines
College of Architecture & Design, Jack. J. Valenti School
of Communication to create water conservation educa
tional posters to be displaved throughout campus. Print
pasters on Farest Stewardship Council certibied and 100
percent post-Consumer content I"?'f';":ll?"ﬂ paper, ar go
digitally by posting the infographics via social media.

2. Partner with the Office of Sustainability and UH Energy
to facilitate educational and outreach events that will
expand the campus dialogue about water conservation.

3. Work with the Student Housing B Residential Life
department and Division of Student Affairs & Enrollment
semvices to actively engage and encourage residents to
incorporate water conservation habits in campus dormi-
tories and at social events.
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n 2015, the UH Office of Sustainability launched a “5us-
tainable Coog®™ campaign to strengthen a collective
culture across the university's schools and departments
that embraces sustainability as an integral part of its
academic work, institutional practices and daily life

By following key water conservation Lips, individuals
become a part of the Sustainable Coog culture. Incorpo
rate these water-saving habits below:

1.Cut & couple of minutes off your shower.

2. Turn off water while brushing your teeth .

3. Rinse wour razor in the sink instead of under running
waler.

4. Only run the clothes washer and dishwasher with full
loads,

5. When washing dishes by hand, don't let the water run
while rinsing.

&, Ditch the plastic and carry a reusable water bottle
instead, as tap water provided by the government is
tested regularly.

O Keep your eyves open: repart broken pipes, leaky
faucets, open hydrants, etc,
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